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The poor M'Craas.
[Sej
the same manner. We had a considerable circle about men, women, and children, all M'Craas, Lord Seafor people. Not one of them could speak English. I obsci to Dr. Johnson, it was much the same as being with a t of Indians. JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir; but not so tcrrifyii I gave all who chose it, snuff and tobacco. Govern our ' paud had made us buy a quantity at Fort Augustus, put them up in small parcels. I also gave each person ;i of wheat bread, which they had never tasted before. I t gave a penny a-piece to each child. I tolcl Dr. Johnsoi this; upon which he called to Joseph and our guides, change for a shilling, and declared that he would distrit among the children. Upon this being announced in I< there was a great stir; not only did some children come i ning down fronVneighbouring huts, but I observed one bli haired man, who had been with us all along, had -gone* and returned, bringing a very young child. My fcl traveller then ordered the children to be drawn up in a r and he dealt about his copper, and made them and t parents all happy. The poor M'Craas, whatever may their present state, were of considerable estimation in ' year 1715, when there was a line in a song,
'And aw the brave M'Craas are coming2.'
' 'The villagers gathered about us in considerable numbers, 1 lieve without any evil intention, but with a very savage wildncs aspect and manner.' Johnson's Works, ix. 38.
1 The M'Craas, or Macraes, were since that time brought into king's army, by the late Lord Seaforth. When they lay in Eclinbt Castle in 1778, and were ordered to embark for Jersey, they wi number of other men in the regiment, Cor different reasons, bui pecially an apprehension that they were to be sold to the East-I: Company, though enlisted not to be sent out of Great-Britain will their own consent, made a determined mutiny, and encamped v the lofty mountain, Arthur's seat, where they remained three days three nights; bidding defiance to all the force in Scotland. At they came down, and embarked peaceably, having obtained Coi articles of capitulation, signed by Sir Adolphus Onghton, commat in chief, General Skene, deputy commander, the Duke of Bucclei and the Earl of Dunmore, which quieted them. Since the seces
- Till stream running at my feet, in the midst of savage solitude, with mountains before me and on either hand covered with heath. I looked around me, and wondered that I was not more affected, but the mind is not at all times equally ready to be put in motion.' Piozzi Letters, i. 131.
